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Ameren Assisting with Relief Efforts Following Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma 
 

Over 1,000 Ameren full-time employees and contractors have been supporting 
power restoration efforts in Texas and Florida, following the damage resulting from 
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. In addition, the company donated $50,000 to the 
American Red Cross to assist with relief efforts for those impacted by both storms. With 
an eagerness to help those affected by the flooding, Ameren employees are also 
providing individual contributions. 

"As a region that has experienced historic flooding recently, we know the 
devastation that comes from these acts of nature," said Warner Baxter, chairman, 
president and CEO of Ameren Corporation. "As a company and industry that is on the 
front line of storm restoration efforts, we also know that trained storm recovery experts 
and financial resources are needed to help those in need. We are pleased to be able to 
provide both to the affected communities. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
families and first responders that are being impacted by these devastating hurricanes." 
Baxter noted that this kind of relief effort is important. 

 

“Being able to assist in power restoration efforts and offer resources to 
organizations that help those in need can make a real difference in recovery efforts – 
which is why we are providing both,” he said. “For those who have been affected by 
these devastating storms, our hope is to help get these communities back on their feet 
as quickly as possible.” 

 
Ameren participates in the electric industry's mutual assistance network through 

Edison Electric Institute, which means the company is available to help with 
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emergencies in other parts of the country such as Superstorm Sandy in 2012 and 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Ameren Missouri can also ask for help from other utilities.  

 

In the wake of Hurricane Irma, the mutual aid call made by the Florida utilities 
requested nearly 8,000 linemen and 6,000 tree trimmers based on Irma's impact to the 
state's energy infrastructure.  
 

According to the Edison Electric Institute, Hurricane Irma is likely to be one of the 
largest and most complex power-restoration efforts in U.S. history. 
 

"Our mutual aid partners have helped Ameren Missouri customers on a number 
of occasions as we have battled tornados, ice storms and other severe weather," said 
Michael Moehn, chairman and president of Ameren Missouri. "As Florida and Texas 
recover from these hurricanes, our thoughts and prayers are with them. We are glad 
that the dedication and expertise of Ameren co-workers and contractors can help the 
states in this time of need." 
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Leading Today, Transforming Tomorrow 
 

Warner Baxter, chairman, president and CEO of Ameren Corporation, was 
recently featured on the cover of Electric Perspectives, the bi-monthly magazine 
published by the Edison Electric Institute. In the article, Baxter notes the vision of 
Ameren Corporation -- “leading the way to a secure energy future.” He also notes its 
mission -- “to power the quality of life.” 

 

Here are excerpts from that article, with a link to the entire article below: 

 

I have the great privilege of leading 8,600 co-workers who embrace our vision 

and mission with their minds and hearts. Each of us recognizes the important role we 

play in powering the daily lives of the millions of electric and natural gas customers in 

the thousands of communities we serve in Missouri and Illinois. It’s a humbling 

responsibility. 

For more than 100 years, we have delivered safe, reliable, and affordable energy 

in an environmentally responsible manner. Today, we have in place a strategy that is 

focused on investing in smarter energy infrastructure, relentlessly improving our 

operating performance, and advocating for responsible policies. This strategy has 

delivered – and will continue to deliver – superior value to our customers and the 

communities we serve. 

As part of our country’s critical infrastructure, we can never rest on our past 

successes. We constantly must look to the future to see how we can continue to meet 

the rising energy needs and expectations of our customers – not just one quarter, one 

year, or, for that matter, five years ahead. We must think decades ahead. Our 

customers expect us – indeed, are depending on us – to do so. 

Looking to the future, I expect the electric power industry will continue to evolve. 

The profile and operation of the energy grid are becoming more integrated and 

complex; the nation’s energy mix will shift dramatically toward cleaner and more 

variable resources; the electrification of the transportation sector, industrial processes, 

and home products will continue because it’s more efficient and environmentally 

friendly; the use of “big data” and artificial intelligence will rise significantly; and the 

digital age will sweep through our industry. The list could go on and on, but all of this will 

happen, in large part, because our customers’ expectations will continue to rise. Some 

have suggested that these transformational factors will render the current electric 

company business model untenable. I disagree. 
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While tomorrow’s environment in the electric power industry will be significantly 

different from today’s, embedded in our vision of the future is the idea that the current 

business model will continue to deliver superior value for our customers. This is in large 

part due to our belief that customers will continue to derive greater benefits from being 

connected to the energy grid than not. As a result, our future business model will 

continue to include the need for significant investment in smarter energy infrastructure, 

albeit under different regulatory frameworks. It is the most efficient and effective 

approach for our customers and our country. 

We have in place a strategy that is focused on investing in smarter energy 

infrastructure, relentlessly improving our operating performance, and advocating for 

responsible policies. 

Full article by Warner Baxter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55103e26e4b0fbfc5a62c027/t/59c53776e5dd5b5eac998e90/1506097017762/WarnerPDF_Edited.pdf
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Ameren Missouri and Adopt-the-Shoreline                                         
Gear Up for Fall Cleanup at Lake of the Ozarks   
 

The 2017 fall shoreline cleanup at the Lake of Ozarks began Saturday, Sept. 16 
and runs through Sunday, Nov. 5, it was announced recently by Adopt-the-Shoreline 
(ATS) organizers.  

With more shoreline than the state of California, it takes a lot of collaboration and 
volunteers to keep the Lake of the Ozarks' shoreline clean and a quality experience for 
property owners and visitors. More than 14,000 volunteers have participated in ATS 
activities since the group organized as a beautification effort in 1991. Organizers are 
pleased with how the program has grown and the continued support from zone 
coordinators. 

Cleanups are performed entirely by volunteers who canvass over 500 miles of 
shoreline in 12 geographic zones. Bryan Vance, coordinator for ATS, says the "zone" 
defense approach has been a great success.  

“Many of our coordinators have been with the program for over 20 years, some 
since the start, and they are the backbone of our program," Vance said. "They are a 
local contact for the adopting groups in their zone providing tips, tricks and supplies that 
make the annual cleanup a success.” 

During the 2017 spring cleanup, volunteers removed 587 cubic yards of trash, 
including a discarded truck door and derelict dock floats. In addition to a large volume of 
manmade trash, there was an enormous amount of woody debris deposited along the 
shoreline.  

Ameren Missouri sponsors ATS activities – providing administrative support, 
supplying trash bags and paying for disposal of debris and trash. ATS is part of Ameren 
Missouri’s commitment to preserving the integrity of the lake and the environment for 
business owners, residents and visitors.  
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Adopt-the-Shoreline volunteers only remove man-made debris, but coordinators 
offer these tips for dealing with woody debris: 

• Larger trees and limbs may be used as fish habitat provided they are properly 
anchored and safely placed so they don’t become a hazard to navigation. 
 

• Stack and place natural debris above the normal high-water line. Once the debris 
has dried, the material may be burned with the issuance of a permit from a local 
fire district.   

For more information about Adopt-the-Shoreline, visit www.amerenmissouri.com/ats.  
To volunteer or adopt your own section of shoreline, contact your zone coordinator or 
the Adopt-the-Shoreline office at 573-365-9252. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amerenmissouri.com/ats
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Power Profile: State Rep. Mike Bernskoetter 
 

Community involvement is important for Missouri State Rep. Mike Bernskoetter 
(R-59, Jefferson City). Well before he was elected to the House in 2010, he was a 
member of many civic organizations to help make life in his hometown as good as it 
could be for his family, friends and neighbors. That same philosophy has governed his 
way of thinking as a member of the Legislature.  

 “I enjoy being able to help my constituents. It is neat when we can help them,” 
Bernskoetter relates. But, as a business man, he notes it is much easier to solve 
problems for his customers at Art’s Pest Control than it is sometimes to do so as a 
legislator.  

 “Government just is not as responsive as a business owner can be,” 
Bernskoetter said. “In my business, I can get things done in minutes or hours. But in 
government, there are a lot of hoops to jump through.”  

 Bernskoetter serves on at least five committees as a House member. He is 
chairman of the Administration and Accounts Committee and also chaired the Joint 
Interim Committee on State Employee Wages. He notes that he has more state 
employees in his district than any other member of the Missouri House. Securing raises 
for those employees has been a top priority for him. 

 “My colleagues in the House may only have a handful of state employees in their 
districts, and so they just don’t see the need for state employee raises,” he noted. “I 
have to work hard to justify that to them.”  

 Another large employer in his district happens to be Ameren Missouri. Jefferson 
City is home to the company’s Central Missouri Division with an operations center in 
one part of town and about 120 other employees located in a headquarters building 
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right across the street from the governor’s mansion. He has thought quite a lot about 
issues that affect the operation of utilities in this state.  

 “We need to do all we can to keep our rates low,” he said, “but we also need to 
upgrade the infrastructure. We need to find some kind of balance.” He also noted he is 
concerned about electric grid security and cyber-attacks. He noted that the recent theft 
of customer data at Equifax underscored the critical nature of cyber security issues.  

 Another issue of concern is how to pay for security and infrastructure 
improvements. Under current law, utilities cannot charge customers for capital 
improvements until well after those improvements go on line and costs are approved by 
the Public Service Commission. He noted that in his own business, it would be difficult 
to finance improvements under those restraints.  

“I think we need to come up with a timeline that isn’t so long,” he said. “Utilities 
must front lots and lots of money and it takes a long time to recover that. I know that is a 
tough situation and that reflects on utility rates, too, when they have to carry all that 
financing. All that adds up.” 

Bernskoetter is in his last term as a state representative. Term limits prohibit him 
from running again, but in 2018 he has his sights set on the Missouri Senate seat now 
held by Senator Mike Kehoe (R-6, Jefferson City), who is in his last term as a senator, 
again, thanks to term limits.  

When he first ran for office in 2010, he had never been in politics and did not 
know what to expect. “It is not exactly the part-time job that most people say it is,” he 
said. “There are lots of different committee hearings, special committees and 
constituent services.” But, he says he is ready to leap onto the higher stage as a state 
senator, if the voters decide to promote him. Who knows? In January 2019, he might 
well be known as Senator Mike Bernskoetter. 


