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Customers benefit from an Energy Grid that is Smart, Secure 

and Stable 

The energy industry is more focused on innovation and modernization of the 

energy grid than ever before, and a good portion of future planning is driven by one 

simple question – How do customers benefit from an improved energy grid?  

It's becoming clearer that customers want and expect their energy company to 

provide smarter energy, more secure energy and they want more stable energy 

rates.  

Let's take a look at what Smart, Secure and Stable will actually provide to 

customers: 

• Smart Energy: Using smart technologies, many power outages can be 

prevented and power can be restored more quickly after an outage occurs. In 

addition to offering customers new choices and conveniences, equipment and 

devices such as smart meters will not only provide a great value and 

convenience to customers, they will modernize the grid for the ever expanding 

use of clean and distributed energy resources, such as wind and solar.   

• Secure Energy: Improving grid security can better protect the energy grid 
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against physical and cyber-attacks. Protecting the grid and customer data is a 

24/7 priority. It's important to stay ahead of these threats. 

• Stable Energy Rates:  Over the past decade, Missouri's energy costs have risen 

four times faster than the national average. Customers large and small are 

asking for relief from rate spikes. New investments will result in better tools to 

give customers more control over energy costs and cost caps will keep energy 

affordable for Missourians. 

The path most states have taken to offer these benefits is through legislative reform.  

Unfortunately, Missouri is one of only four states that have not yet taken the 

necessary steps to update its energy policies. It’s time to jumpstart growth in Missouri 

and help consumers by replacing century-old regulations with a structure for a modern 

economy -- one that supports the investments needed to build a smarter grid, support a 

cleaner energy future, and spur job growth. 

To learn more and to have the opportunity to receive smart, secure and stable 

energy, visit www.powerforwardmo.com.  
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Ameren Accelerator Demo Day 

Ameren Accelerator Demo Day Showcases New 

Technologies 

 Startup companies share insights and innovations upon completing 

12-week energy-technology program in St. Louis. 

Entrepreneurs from seven startups who came to St. Louis to participate in 

the Ameren Accelerator took part in a demo day in October, hosted by Ameren 

Corporation and its partners to showcase innovative, new energy technologies. 

The event was the culmination of the 12-week Ameren Accelerator program: 

a public-private partnership among Ameren, the University of Missouri System, 

UMSL Accelerate and Capital Innovators that assesses, mentors and invests in 

energy-technology startup companies – all with a goal of helping Ameren meet the 

future energy needs of its 2.4 million electric customers and 900,000 natural gas 

customers. 

“We are excited about the Ameren Accelerator program,” said Warner 

Baxter, chairman, president and CEO of Ameren Corporation. “Engaging with 

entrepreneurs and innovators is consistent with our focus on delivering innovative 
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solutions to meet our customers’ energy needs today and in the future. This 

forward-thinking, public-private partnership also will enable the University of 

Missouri System and its students to become more engaged in the energy business, 

as well as help drive economic development and bolster the St. Louis region’s 

reputation as an innovation hub.” 

The participating companies – which come from around the globe, across the 

region and within the St. Louis community – include blossom, Hyperion Sensors, 

Omega Grid, Rebate Bus, SensrTrx, Switched Source and WIFIPLUG. The 

companies presented their energy solutions and ideas to hundreds of potential 

investors, business executives, academic leaders, community representatives and 

guests at the Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts Center on the UMSL campus. 

Many of the startups that have taken part in the Ameren Accelerator are 

committed to maintaining a St. Louis presence, and several have hired employees 

for their St. Louis-based enterprises. 

"The Ameren Accelerator has provided tremendous value to the participating 

companies and created the necessary infrastructure for ongoing engagement and 

success in their given markets,” said Judy Sindecuse, CEO, Capital Innovators. “It's 

amazing to have Ameren as the pioneer of corporations in St. Louis conducting a 

program like this. The positive ripple effects from these efforts will continue to grow 

into the future." 

Notable advancements showcased at the Ameren Accelerator Demo Day event 

included: 

• blossom: blossom is a way for two parties to exchange anything of value 

using simple digital agreements set by user-defined rules. The accelerator 

helped blossom refine its idea into a realistic product with a strong 

business infrastructure to support it. The company will continue to grow its 

business in St. Louis and has hired a local developer to help build its 

platform. 

• Hyperion Sensors: Hyperion Sensors has developed a fiber-optic sensor 
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for use with high- voltage equipment, allowing them to become 

"intelligent." Through the accelerator, Hyperion established its business 

case, formed critical business connections, and is currently in discussions 

with Ameren about utilizing its products for grid modernization. 

• Omega Grid: Omega Grid is market software that removes the revenue 

risk of distributed generation of utilities, encourages energy investment by 

property owners and enables access to lower rates for everyone. The 

company is working closely with Ameren’s Technical Application Center to 

run critical pilots. The accelerator enabled Omega Grid to expand its 

operations and hire software developers and marketing professionals. In 

addition, Omega Grid was invited to speak at Stanford’s SLAC and 

Fintech conferences, furthering visibility and awareness for the company. 

• Rebate Bus: Rebate Bus is a platform for utility programs to deliver 

instant incentives online. Rebate Bus generated new business through the 

accelerator program and is building seamless integrations with retailers, e-

commerce vendors and utility implementers. Rebate Bus plans to 

establish a new office in St. Louis. 

• SensrTrx: SensrTrx is an industrial analytics application focused on using 

industrial data to improve uptime, performance and reliability of 

manufacturing and industrial systems. Through the Ameren Accelerator, 

the company closed a deal with a major customer and currently is working 

with Ameren on a concept to help improve the efficiency of the systems at 

one of Ameren’s energy centers. SensrTrx hired an experienced, full-time 

employee in St. Louis to help grow the business. 

• Switched Source: Switched Source provides equipment solutions for 

electric-distribution companies to make the grid more resilient and 

efficient, while supporting the integration of more distributed generation. 

Working closely with accelerator mentors and liaisons from Ameren and 

the University of Missouri System, the company identified substations 
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where its technology can improve power-grid reliability and efficiency and 

create significant savings by reducing or deferring upgrade expenses. 

• WIFIPLUG: The WIFIPLUG smart plug learns routines to make life easier 

and help consumers save money on energy bills. It is the only smart plug 

in the world to offer open-source API for developers and to include the 

ability for voice control using Siri, Alexa or Google. WIFIPLUG received an 

introduction to Apple through the Ameren Accelerator, which resulted in an 

Apple retail deal that provides a significant global opportunity for the 

business. WIFIPLUG hired its lead accelerator mentor to work from St. 

Louis and head U.S. sales. 

In addition to access to subject matter experts from Ameren, the startups 

have been able to draw upon the full resources of a public university system. 

University of Missouri System faculty and staff provided deep expertise, 

guidance and coaching throughout the accelerator program. Student interns 

offered much-needed services including research activities, promotion and 

office staffing. This enhancement to corporate acceleration has provided 

mutual benefits for the university system, its students and the startups. 

“The opportunity to teach, mentor and learn within a real-world 

entrepreneurial environment has been tremendously valuable for students, 

faculty and the startups alike,” said Dan Lauer, founding executive director, 

UMSL Accelerate. “This program has kept our faculty engaged and our 

students inspired as they delivered the kind of support necessary to help these 

seven energy-tech startups succeed and move to the next level. We look 

forward to continuing this innovative partnership and supporting future Ameren 

Accelerator startups.” 

Ameren plans to open the application process for its next Ameren 

Accelerator program in spring 2018. 
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Ameren Missouri Reminds Customers: Smell Gas? Leave Fast!  

Fall is a great time to schedule tune-ups for furnaces. It's also the perfect 

time to review natural gas safety measures, which is why Ameren Missouri 

reminds customers to take immediate action if they smell natural gas or suspect 

a leak. 

"A customer should never smell natural gas in or around their home or 

business. Learning important safety tips about natural gas will keep you and your 

family safe," said Pam Harrison, director, Gas Operations, Ameren Missouri. "If 

you suspect a gas leak, leave immediately and call us after you are out of the 

building. Our crews will respond immediately no matter what time of day, seven 

days a week, and there is absolutely no charge to the customer for a call-out if 

there is a legitimate concern about a gas leak." 

Natural gas is odorless and colorless. Harrison said that Ameren Missouri 

adds an odorant to create the distinctive "rotten egg" smell that makes it easier to 

detect and helps protect the public to ensure safety. And she reminded 
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customers of these important safety tips: 

• If you suspect a gas leak, evacuate the premises immediately, taking pets, 

too. On your way out of the building, do not use light switches, cell 

phones, garage door openers or any electrical device that could generate 

a spark. 

• Smell Gas? Leave Fast! That distinctive "rotten egg" odor makes it easy to sniff 

out a gas leak. In addition, a hissing or roaring sound or an unusual area of dead 

vegetation, blowing dirt or bubbling water can all indicate a gas leak. 

• Once you are safe, call Ameren Missouri at 1.800.552.7583 to report the 

suspected leak. The company responds to gas leak calls 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week – and service is free of charge. 

• When someone calls Ameren Missouri Customer Care to 

report a gas leak, their call is escalated, and an Ameren first 

responder is immediately dispatched to the area. Upon 

arrival to the premise, the first responder will perform a leak 

investigation to determine if a leak exists and the 

appropriate remedial action. In some instances when a leak 

is confirmed, service must be shut off until a qualified HVAC 

contractor can make repairs. 

"Natural gas is a safe and reliable source of energy, but it 

can be hazardous if people are not vigilant to report possible 

leaks," Harrison said. "We urge our customers to play it safe and 

alert us if they suspect a problem. 

Harrison also offered these tips to keep gas appliances 

operating safely: 

Have a qualified heating contractor inspect your furnace 

annually. A properly tuned furnace saves energy and helps avoid 

costly repairs. 
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• Check the flue to make sure it is clean and open. Any fuel 

that does not burn completely can create harmful levels of 

carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide is a gas with no color, 

odor or taste. It can collect in your home if a fuel-burning 

appliance isn't working properly or venting as it should. 

• Keep forced-air furnace filters clean. Clean or replace 

them according to the manufacturer's recommendation. 

• Avoid using or storing these products near the furnace: 

paint stripper, fabric or water softener, bleach, adhesives, 

or salt for melting ice. The chlorine or fluorine in these items 

can lead to furnace corrosion. 

• Keep your heat registers and cold-air returns clean so the 

air can flow properly. Also, arrange your furniture and 

drapes so they don't block the air flow. 

• Have your gas fireplace routinely serviced by a 

professional to ensure proper working order. 

• In the event of a power outage, do not use natural gas stove 

burners or the oven to heat your home. 
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Power Profile: Senator Mike Kehoe 

Grounded in Faith and Family, Missouri State Senator Sees No 

Limits 

By Jessica Evans 
 

For Mike Kehoe, family and faith have always been the two constants upon 

which he has built his life. The state senator (R-6th District, Jefferson City), who 

represents seven mid-Missouri counties, has built a successful and promising career, 

but not without a lot of hard work and the unwavering support of his family. 

He has a strong business background with years of experience in the auto 

industry. He credits his experience there as a tremendous help to him when the Senate 

is debating bills affecting Missouri businesses.  

“I’m obviously not going to always know what those effects are because different 

businesses have different issues. But in general, it helps me figure out what I think this 

legislation will do to help and/or hurt business, we need to be very sensitive to what this 
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building may take up for discussion to either help those businesses grow or handicap 

them. So, business background is very important.” 

Kehoe is keenly aware of the state’s utility infrastructure and how that affects 

businesses large and small, not to mention consumers. Critical to him is the notion of 

reliability. 

“Reliability is very important,” Kehoe said. “If you are running a hospital, it is 

critical, and for a large plant, it could cost as much as $1 million an hour if power is lost.” 

He noted that for economic development purposes the state’s utility infrastructure 

should be upgraded and maintained. 

He said that upgrades are “not just a matter of poles and transformers.” Cyber 

security is also of great importance. “It is becoming more and more of a threat every 

day, that’s the deal,” Kehoe said. “We have to make sure that nobody is able to shut 

down the power grid.” 

While some suggest that upgrades will lead to increased utility costs, Kehoe 

says: “You get what you pay for. There is no free lunch.” To him, it is important that 

businesses and consumers know that their utility services are “predictable, secure and 

reliable.”  

The youngest of six, Kehoe was raised in north St. Louis in a tight-knit family that 

valued time spent together over material possessions. His father left when he was still a 

baby, leaving Kehoe’s mother to raise the family by herself. 
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“If you measured success or happiness in our family in terms of money, it was 

probably horrible, but we were happy and successful in other ways,” Kehoe related 

recently.  

Kehoe and his siblings grew up learning the value of hard work, each contributing 

their paychecks to help their mother, who worked two or three jobs at any given time. 

Longtime family friend Tom Becherer says that this instilled the value of hard work and 

commitment to family in Kehoe at a young age.  

“I think that he has a deep love and respect for his mother because of the fact 

that she sacrificed so much for him and his brothers and sisters,” Becherer says, noting 

that Kehoe has continued to live his life with these guiding principles.    

By the age of 15, Kehoe held several part-time jobs to help his family. He 

washed cars for a car dealership, washed golf carts, and worked at a construction 

equipment rental company.  

“I didn’t have much of a social life,” Kehoe jokes. 

He spent most of his time at the Dave Sinclair Ford dealership, where his 

responsibilities grew over the next ten years. By the time Kehoe was 25, Sinclair asked 

him to go to Linn to help manage a manufacturing business called Osage Industries. 

The business was owned by Sinclair and several other St. Louis area dealers. 

“I was single and took the challenge and went down to Linn. I thought I was going 

be there on a short-term basis, but it turned out to be much longer than that. I really 

liked central Missouri, I really liked living in this area, and I liked the manufacturing 

business.” 
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During the next five years, Kehoe expanded the company from 25 to 60 

employees, added additional product lines, and increased sales distribution from 

Missouri to much of North America. Though he remains humble about his role in the 

growth of Osage Industries, it is clear he had a lasting impact on the small town 

company, helping make it the third largest emergency vehicle distributor in the United 

States.  

Kehoe became a household name in mid-Missouri in the 1990s when he 

purchased a Ford-Lincoln franchise in Jefferson City. Drawing upon his experiences in 

the auto industry working for Dave Sinclair Ford and Osage Industries, Kehoe built his 

business into one of the most successful car dealerships in mid-Missouri.  

Despite his success, Kehoe remains very humble when discussing his 

accomplishments. He owes all, he says, to Sinclair, who took a chance on Kehoe when 

he was just 15 years old.  

“Mr. Sinclair did an incredible job of teaching me what business is about: treating 

people fairly, getting them to work hard for you, and what it’s like to be a good corporate 

citizen.” 

Now in his second term as a senator for Missouri’s 6th District, Kehoe serves as 

the majority floor leader. The Republican caucus elected him in 2015. As floor leader, 

Kehoe serves as a self-proclaimed “traffic cop,” deciding what bills will be placed on the 

calendar to be discussed on the floor and how long they will be debated.  

While every day presents new challenges, Kehoe loves his job and credits his 

success to his experience in the auto industry.  
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“What I like most about the job are the people. I have always been in the people 

business, that’s what the car business is all about. It’s just getting out and meeting 

constituents and finding out what their challenges are in life.” Kehoe says his favorite  

part of his political career has been meeting people from all over mid-Missouri and 

learning more about their livelihoods. “It’s an interesting way to find all the different 

things that are manufactured, or produced, or built, or sold right here in Missouri and 

specifically in our Senate district.” 

 Kehoe says much of what he believes in and what he works hard for in the 

Senate on a daily basis stem from his personal and professional background.  He 

remarks that an important skill to have being a legislator is having some life experiences 

to look back on and being able to put yourself in someone else’s shoes. “I have kids and 

I understand the issues that families have put in front of them every day. From health 

care issues to education to you name it, I’ve been through it with our family.”   

 

Kehoe will be “termed-out” of the Senate in two years. Considering himself an 

“open door kind of guy,” he is willing to explore the possibility of continuing his political 

career beyond the Missouri Senate. The one caveat, he says, is that it will have to be 

the right fit for his family, too.  

Though he no longer owns his dealership, Kehoe still keeps a foot in the car 

business, and when he’s not at the capitol, he stays busy on his Phelps County farm. As 

a first-generation cattle farmer, he loves to spend time on his farm, preferring to ride 

around on horseback rather than drive his truck when checking on the cattle. “There’s 

no job he wouldn’t do,” Becherer says. “He’s like a bulldog. When he starts a job, he 
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finishes it.” An avid equestrian, Kehoe previously traveled the country with his family 

showing horses, though family, business, and legislative commitments now claim most 

of his time.  

It is clear that family and faith take first priority with Kehoe, and that he 

recognizes the influence they have on his career. Kehoe considers his mother to be one 

of his greatest role models and mentors, instilling Christian values into the family and 

teaching him about love. As for his faith, Becher says it is “rooted in him.”  Kehoe has 

remained active in the Diocese of Jefferson City and the Jefferson City Catholic school 

system throughout his career in the auto industry and in politics. 

“The fact that he is in politics right now, he is answering to a higher power,” said 

Becherer. 

Becherer also mentioned that Kehoe has worked hard to pass on a legacy of 

faith, love, and the value of hard work to his four children. And when asked what he 

considers his greatest accomplishment in life, Kehoe’s answer is quick and simple: “my 

kids.”               

# # # 


