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Missouri Energy Legislation Passed and Signed 
 

Consumer-friendly energy policy legislation, SB 564, was passed by the Missouri 

Legislature in the final week of the regular session and signed into law by the governor 

on June 1. 

Ameren Missouri customers will receive an approximate 5 percent rate cut on 

their electric bills as soon as possible, but no later than the end of August. 

"We are pleased that our General Assembly passed this groundbreaking energy 

policy bill," said Warren Wood, vice president, External Affairs & Communications, 

Ameren Missouri. "We are glad the legislation was signed into law so quickly by the 

governor, as this triggers the rate cut for customers. This rate reduction, coupled with a 

rate freeze for the next couple of years and an ongoing rate cap, will benefit consumers 

tremendously. Passage of this bill unlocks a billion dollars in new infrastructure projects 

by Ameren Missouri over the next five years that we will begin implementing by early 

2019." 

“The rate cuts and caps signed into law will allow businesses to grow, while the 

economic development incentives included in SB 564 will further enhance Missouri's 

reputation as a low cost energy state," said Daniel P. Mehan, president and CEO of the 

Missouri Chamber of Commerce. "The work done during the 2018 legislative session to 

make Missouri a better place to create jobs is some of the most productive in the past 
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decade. In particular, the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry is proud to have 

worked with lawmakers to cut utility bills for Missourians.” 

"This is the culmination of many years of work on energy policy or utility 

legislation," said Senator Ed Emery (R-31, Lamar), who sponsored SB 564. "This bill 

may not be perfect, it shows how true consensus can be reached when all parties sit 

down and negotiate what's best for the state." 

"Passage of this legislation is the result of many stakeholders working together 

for many months," said Rep. T.J. Berry (R-38, Kearney). "Starting in the summer of 

2017 we pulled industrial customers, investor-owned utilities, consumer groups and 

business leaders together to start drafting bill language, which after several 

modifications by legislators, led to the agreed-to language in SB 564 and my version in 

the House, HB 2265."  

"As chairman of the House Utilities Committee, I can tell you that we have heard 

many energy policy bills over the years; some were good ones that did not pass," said 

Rep. Rocky Miller (R-124, Lake Ozark). "But this year, when SB 564 made it across the 

finish line and became law, it brings a conclusion to an energy policy debate that is long 

overdue. As a result, the new law brings lower electric rates to customers and kick 

starts energy grid modernization that will update a key segment of our state's aging 

infrastructure. This investment creates jobs and makes Missouri's energy rates more 

stable, which is good for our economy and consumers." 

In addition to the almost immediate rate cut, the new law will provide significant 

energy savings for the typical residential electric consumer by also freezing rates for 

three years from the last rate increase, and capping electric rate increases at 2.85 

percent annually, cumulative from an investor-owned utility’s last rate review. This 

energy policy will also support building a smarter, more reliable, and more resilient 

energy grid for Missouri that reduces outages and creates thousands of jobs. In 

addition, new investment will generate more than $55 million in new taxes that will go to 

schools, libraries, police and fire districts and county roads and bridges. 

Hundreds of companies, organizations and associations, representing thousands 

of Missourians across the state, supported this important energy policy legislation. 
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Supporters include the United Way of Greater St. Louis, the Missouri Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, the Missouri Grocers Association, the Missouri Retailers 

Association, chambers of commerce in Jefferson City, Columbia, Cape Girardeau and 

Associated Industries of Missouri (AIM). These endorsements join hundreds of others 

from non-profit organizations, businesses, chambers, civic groups, municipalities and 

labor unions which recognize this legislation as a true win-win for all customers and 

energy companies that desire a smart, secure and stable energy future for Missouri. 
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Ameren Missouri Line Workers Recognized at State Capitol  
 

The last of three waves of Ameren line workers and support personnel from 

Illinois and Missouri returned from Puerto Rico just in time to have the Ameren Missouri 

line workers recognized for their efforts in the Missouri Capitol as part of the April 9 

Missouri Line Worker Appreciation Day. 

Deployed for consecutive three-week rotations since January, Ameren crews 

repaired energy infrastructure and helped restore power following the catastrophic 

destruction of electric infrastructure following Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

The 225 Ameren workers were part of a larger group of more than 3,000 power-

restoration workers coordinated by the Edison Electric Institute (EEI), an electric 

industry association. 

Missouri representative Michael Butler (D-79, St. Louis) also recognized the 

Ameren Missouri line workers with a House Resolution, which in part, stated: 

Whereas, the members of the Missouri House of Representatives hold in high 

esteem those Show-Me State businesses that admirably enhance the quality of life in 

local communities and neighborhoods that have proven down through the years to be 

exemplary places in which to live, work, and raise families; and 

Senator Jamilah Nasheed (D-5, St. 
Louis) was one of several state 
legislators who recognized Missouri 
line workers on April 9. Pictured with 
Sen. Nasheed are Ameren Missouri 
line workers (left to right): 

• Rodney Bozeman (IBEW 1439) 

• Drew Wright (IBEW 702) 

• Jeromey Sitton (IBEW 702) 

• Jason Toebben (IBEW 2) 

• Ryan Van Dillen (IBEW 1439) 

• Mike Myers (IBEW 2) 

• Nathan Null (IBEW 1439) 

• Jon Cuneio (IBEW 2) 
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Whereas, this legislative body wishes to honor Ameren Missouri linemen during 

Missouri Line Worker Appreciation Day to be held on April 9, 2018; and 

Whereas, Ameren Missouri linemen are also to be commended for traveling to 

Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in an effort to restore power to 

those who were affected. 

“The work of our Ameren co-workers, EEI member colleagues and workers from 

other power companies was nothing short of extraordinary,” said Warner Baxter, 

chairman, president, and CEO of Ameren Corporation. “For months, our team has 

worked tirelessly to provide power to the people of Puerto Rico, as well as its 

communities and businesses decimated by the hurricanes. The work was extremely 

challenging and rewarding. I am very grateful that our teams all returned home safely, 

and I am proud that they conducted their work with high levels of competence and 

compassion.” 

Ameren workers who deployed to Puerto Rico said they were overwhelmed by 

the generosity, spirit and resilience of the people of Puerto Rico, who would offer thanks 

by baking cakes and cooking meals for the workers. 

“Our crews are trained and highly experienced in providing power-restoration 

assistance to communities during times of need,” said Liz Lahm, senior director, Crisis 

Management, Ameren. “Whether that restoration work takes place near home or more 

than 2,000 miles away, communities can count on Ameren for support and assistance. 

We are grateful to those Ameren employees who volunteered to work in Puerto Rico 

during the past three months, and we’re glad they’ve returned safely.” 
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Giving Back to the Communities We Serve 

It's true that Ameren Missouri workers live, work and give back to communities all 

across the state. Each year, hundreds of Ameren Missouri team members volunteer 

thousands of hours at parades, school events, county fairs and a host of other local 

community events.  

April was an active month for volunteers, with some of the highlighted community 

outreach events including planting trees for Arbor Day and assisting students in need.  

More than 50 volunteers representing Ameren Missouri and Shade Tree 

attended the Serve Jeff City event. Volunteers planted 30 trees at Livingston Park near 

Lincoln University, which also served as an Arbor Day project for Jefferson City.  

In addition, Ameren Missouri volunteers assisted with planting six red maple 

trees for the City of Cape Girardeau Parks and Recreation Department to support Arbor 

Day celebrations.  

Also, Corporate Communications had a great time lending a helping hand to the 

Little Bit Foundation. Together they were able to move large shelving units, organize 

donations and learn more about how Little Bit advocates for students living in poverty in 

the St. Louis area. Every little bit of volunteering adds up to a whole lot of hope to those 

who need it most.  
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Power Profile: State Rep T.J. Berry  

Missouri Representative pushed for passage of the energy policy bill 

 For T.J. Berry, faith and service to others have been two constants in his life. The 

state legislator (R-38, Kearney), who represents a portion of Clay County, built a 

successful and promising career. He would be the first to tell you it took a great deal of 

hard work, a driven entrepreneurial spirit and enduring support from his family.  

 

 “From the beginning, I have been guided by one purpose – the calling to help 

people,” said Berry. “I enjoy being able to help my constituents, to work hard at work 

worth doing, to be a voice for those whom I represent, to make a difference.” 

Berry has a strong business background with years of experience in running his 

own printing service. He credits his experience there (running a successful business) as 

a tremendous help to him when serving on House committees and debating on bills 

affecting Missouri businesses.  

“I thrive on the ability to solve complex issues and make things happen,” said 

Berry. “Missouri’s location and available resources make it a unique and opportune 
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environment to own and operate a business. If we team that with a progressive energy 

policy and upgraded utility infrastructure, great things will happen for Missouri 

businesses – large and small.”  

Throughout his term, Berry has served on numerous committees including 

Economic Development and Small Business. He has chaired the House Utilities 

Committee and currently chairs the House Committee on Innovation and Technology. 

He notes that Missouri businesses [large and small] need “forecastability” to remain 

sustainable and profitable in the state. Whether dealing with utilities, taxes, economic 

development, or other issues, he notes that businesses must be able to create a 

roadmap for their future.  

Berry is keenly aware of the state’s utility infrastructure and how it affects state 

business growth and development, not to mention consumers. Critical to him is the 

concept of sustainable and reliable energy, as he played a large role in the development 

of the just passed SB 564, the energy policy bill.  

“Senate Bill 564 is a cumulation of all my experiences ‘married’ together –- 

entrepreneurism, technologies and utilities,” said Berry. “Today’s renewable energy 

resources –- solar, wind, biomass –- are very competitive. To remain relevant and 

competitive in the future, it is essential that our utility infrastructure and energy policy is 

brought up to par.”  

Berry noted Missouri is currently not “leading the pack” in reliability and cyber 

security, both issues of concern that should not be taken lightly.   

“SB 564 calls for the implementation of smart grid technology,” said Berry. “This 

new law will allow Ameren Missouri to run smart meters throughout their territory, 

meaning the lights may still go out, but we will have the ability to find and correct the 

disturbance much sooner.”  

Berry believes the passing of SB 564 will improve the quality of life for both 

consumers and businesses, alike.  
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“To remain relevant in a competitive playing field, Missouri needs to adopt and 

setup for growth moving forward,” said Berry. “Constituents will benefit tremendously 

from an energy supply that is secure, reliable and dependable.” 

Throughout his career as a representative, it remains clear that Berry’s 

commitment to public service and helping others has remained a top priority. 

 When asked about his accomplishments he said, “There is nothing more 

rewarding than having the daily opportunity to serve others. I have reflected many times 

on the Capitol wall showcasing the photos of representatives who have served before 

me. Soon enough, I too will be ‘another face on the wall,’ and with that, I am thankful. 

Thankful for the opportunity to join those who also have made Missouri a better place to 

call home.”  

#     #     # 

 

 


